When he was nomj-
nated by Bush lastyear
toreplace Sandra Day
O'Connor onthe Supreme
Court, practicallythe
entire debhate gverthis
right-wing judge revolved
around his stance on
abortion. So Alito and his
hackers worked hard to
softenhis record asa
knee-jerk, anti-choice
zealot. They convinced
enough Sensate
Democrats and moderate
Republicans that Alito
was confirmed.

Afew of us populists,
however, tried to point out
thatthe Supreme Court
spends far more time on
issues involving worker
rights, poliution, and con-
sumers than on abortion.
We warned that through-
out his carear, Alito had
sided consistently on
these issues with corpo-
rate and governmental
elites over ordinary citi-
zens and would do the
same anthe high court.

Sure enough, Alito
jumped on his first oppor-
tunity to side with bosses
over the First Amendment
rights of workers.in a
May 30 decision invoiving
a whistleblower, a bare
5-4 majority of the court
ruled that public employ-
ees have nofree-speech
right to blow the whistle
againstwrongdoing by
their superiors—and they
have no constitutional
protecticn againstretali-
ation by their bosses.

Thedeciding vote
came from Alito. Had
Sandra Day 0"Connor
stil! been an the bench,
it’s likely that the court
would have ruled the
other way—for the rights
of whistleblowers.

Urfortunately, we're
now stuck with this guy
for fite! The fessan here,
especialiy for Democrats,
is that future nominees to
all of our courts need not
only to be vetted on social
issues, butalsotobe
grilted equally hardon
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Enough of Bush and Co.’s babble about prosperity—

Let's look at our economy
by the numbers

EORGEW keeps buzzing around like a maniacal mosquito
on a hot summer night, pestering us with speeches and
photo ops to tell us, in so many words, that he's doing “a heck of a job”

Let me ask you: If he were, wouldn't we know it?

Yet in the wonderland where George seems to
dwell, prosperity abounds for every American; lran
and Afghanistan are budding flowers of democracy;
our environmental skies are perfectly ciear: all of
our children “is” learning; and the government is in
good, capable .
hands. | =

By seeing where we really stand, we can see what
needs 1o be done if our country is to realize its phe-
nomenal potential. We are putting these facts forth as
ammunition for agitation to urn the negative numbers
pasitive by organizing and mokilizing folks at the
grassroots level—not merely 10 take our country
back...but to move it forward by team-

ing up to confront the Powers That Be

don't know £ B and press for progressive change.
where Eof L B We hape you'll use
Bush's 74 s this ammuni-

beautiful tion in letlers

“This eCOnOIy of oursh

world is, ) 1o the editor,
\ STEEldY and Stm]lg. It's SteadY family discus-
1 51008, ComM-
A5y and strong. It's steady and ments 1o
YO - Congr it-
NG sy, whch means | e
Ebng people are going back to work." | forums. and

but | want to
go there! Meanwhile,
back on earth, realty
iz alotless rosy. In

this special fald-out 42
issue and in next Y

X other outfets,
-] —George W, July 2004 rallying your
: coworkers,
friends, and others
1o action, Also, please pass the

ammunition on—share these issues
vﬂa with the regulars at the café or canting, copy

manth's, we'll put .}’ ;{s ‘;\;3; some of them to post on builetin boards at your
some hard num- ‘~:..':/ R§§ . E}:? favorite colfee shaps or bookstores, leave copies
bers to that reality, =2 Q"‘\.},:!. ; ::ff in the break room at work or in your church fel-

offering you %}3 z;':/d lowship hail, send them out to yvour holiday list or

Lowdowners a

series of scorecards
on various areas of
importance to We the People.

prs

the whole mass of people.. They are the oniy sure
reliance for the preservation of our liberty”

NEXT MONTH, more fun numbers covering war,
civil liberties, secrecy, etcl
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“This economy is powerful, productive and prosperous. And we intend to keep it that way.” —ceorcw,Mar 2006
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“What we Republicans should stand for is growth in the economy. ¢

We ought to make the pie higher.” — GEORGE W, JULY 2000
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u Burget surplus Bush inheresed in 2001 wihen ke cae inwo office: $5.6irillion
- Burget deticits anmssed by Bush since 2001 $ 8.5 ritlian
. Note: The federal deficit .
U Inedsures Qavommentspend- BN ol natiral cebt the ir
# ing above its revenues for ene betore Gush took oihee:  $5,674,178,209,886
e R W?M isthe Total national debt
0 cumubative total of all borrow- today, 1o U peery. $8.368,050,908,510.68
i ar th - T P
n |.ngs to prr e annuatfeder Curreot incrRase per day. $1.75hillion
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Note: The rade deficitmeasures the difierence 1.5, sk among devploprd naticns

“[This vete is] an important

step to help hard-
working Americans.”
— GEGRGE W. PUTTING A PORULEST

SPIN ON THE PASSAGE DF YET ANDTHER
) HUGE TAX CUT, MAY 2005
Ha

Who are the “hard-working peaple” who
actually get e henods from Bush's tax
piveaways? Let'slook atthras of his
biggest enes.

2901 Incame Fax Cuc
B Avarage cut for peaplr maiang under

mi
W g yrar 0%
- LTNG & yrar (4% of Amerieans!
@ i thiz dollar value of wha the .5 selts ta for- m nigHp beteern the richest and =
k. ﬂ gign countrius and what we buy from then, pacrest ilizens. #“ W Average cut for peopl raking $1
—— — U e a ywan fi 1% af Amoricanst 59,716
IN MARCH, the Senate voted 52-48 y — __ Perggnt ot allL) S wealth {swcks, bonds,
‘e , “ Tatal 2005 uade defisit $223 billion cash, homas, real estale, cans, haats, W Average cut for penple making
to go alang with Bush’s demand that k fanew rocord! DVDs, Tupperware, ¢1c) awned by x morg than $140 milling 3 yoar
the legal ceiling an the national debt 7005 hade deticit with Ching:~ $202 Bfllion ‘ richest 1% of Americans: 4% m {0060 % af Americanst 5521.506
b raised to $@ tallign far this year. E ey mure T i WP ot all U5, vt awned 2003 Tax Lusts for Capital Bains
. The U5, buys & times mure fram China than T ax
This amounts to roughly 530,008 pwed we sellihers, nakity this America’s mast m by the holtor: 92% of Americans:  304% and Dividends:
o ch and o d irlizlane et trading relationship p W ferags cut for proplo making
_;2v each and every man_ .whfoman. i_m - — ﬂ ueder $501,000 3 year: $10
child in America. Projected 2006 lrade dehicit Gwer $E00 billion B W furrage cat for people making
C $1 milliver a yean ) $25AS0
- . R . . e W fverags ot tor people making
You work three jobs?... Uniquely American, isn't it? more ten 10 milion ayar:  $4374G3

#

I mean, that is fantastic that you're doing that.”
— GEGRGE W TO A DIWORCED MOTHER OF THREE, FEBRUARY 4, 2005

. Percentane of Amorcan workfore emluyed v 2000 Ed.4%
n Precentage employed 19u0ay 62.9%
izt whitg e geprad egaapmant st 15 down 1t J5% e o g Siar pih i down 1.9%
ey, 1ot jub crsanicn (ditforence between jubs added o she eronomy and jobs lest) AMONG THE VERY WEALTHY, Lhe influential
duting thi: Shnton admisistralion o 22 7 million )

few who would profit handsemely from
axing the estate tax are none athar
than the Bush and Choney clans,
ft's caloulated that Gearge’s
family can dodge up o
$6.2 million in cstatc taxes
ifthe |law is repealed,

and the Cheneys cowld
avond up to $61 million
that they'd otherwise owe.

N

Met job crzation s:neu Hush tonk office in 2601 2 Gwillian

Huichce ol manufautuﬁng jelis kst soce 2002 2.8 million

Mumber of new jabs mecded cach menth just w
deep up with the ninber of penple rewly 2nteriog
ihe workinice

Average number of jobis cremed each wanth

WHILE BUSH, the Demaocrats and all the other
PowersThat Be insist that the greatest Job

growth for American workers isin high tech and other
fields requiring highereducation degrees, it just 2in't so. Of the 30 ocoupations projected by Bushs own

2006 Extension of Tax Ces far Capital Gains

aml Dividends

W Awerage oyt tor praple making ander
$56.000 A year:

_l_;&w:rage cut for peaptn making
51 mifkian or mare avyear:

Repeal of Estato Tax

1he Bushites kegp pushing for the total
elimination of ths kax, which applies to
eslates valued at&1 million or more. They
claim that this 15 a “death tax” thatis a cruel
burden ot small businesses, armers, and
bereaved families, Ler's run the: numbers:

59,972

W Percentage of W5, families that

Py Ry 851208 LK whET0eer 1.2%

W Percelags of estate te pand by

sighest 5% of Americans: 93%

B Amawntof money that repeal of this
tax will take B our prebiic treassny
and putin the coffers of e richest
a3 injust one decady, $1triilina

m Humber of supersich farmshies that
ravi quiedly funded a stealth
wampaiyn fie the past 15years ta
weanate the repeal of the eslare Tau 18
ficighng ihe FWakis of the Wl Mart fartyag zod
Aeics fo G2l wees, Cxmoel s, Al
FARM i

W Tgta] saengs that st these



labor depantmentto have the greatest job grawth bétwean now and 2014, enly six require as much as a
i for only short-term, on-the-job wraining and are
is ranked Aumber one on the growth chart? Retail

“sales clerk, Also in Lhe top 10 customer-service ps,-jani ors and
food prep and service (including fast fand), hame healt }aid_cs. and nursing aides and orderliss,
Thefirst high-tech position on the chart is number 19, cdimputer
that there'll be only 222,000 of these jobs creatcd in America b

bachelor's deqree. Most arc service-setar jobs call]
either low or very low paying. Guess what positio

Annual salaries that Delt, Micresodt, ineel,
IEM, st al pay .5, softwarr: engincrrs and
pHagrammers: - 550,000 10 5100300

Thoise ars the nu'n’:;ﬂ'e-dass ok Mt aree ahienfed b e i fturs,

1Ak sakaries these cosporavinns ey
engingers and pragrammers an India:

Nusmdher of ooz that Dell compun_e_{'no_v?: 5 iethi LS
Mutnber o jobs Dell has reratertefshore in i

thr pasi thrce yoars: 29,900
Rhyrnbagr of jerbsy Dl plains 6 create ir India in
i next threR years: 20,000

IN FEBRUARY, George W said that the
offsharing. of America's high-tech jobs to India
has a bright side since it allows workers there 1o
buy same American products. “Younger indians

are acquiring a taste for
pizzas from Domipo's,”

he enthused.
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leaners, waiters and waitresses,

ware engineers, and it's projected
4, .

A6% [ ¥ meflon peopl!

umberof fong torm unemployed Amerieans bout of work for 6
ronths o longer] as of May 2006, 14 millian

L umermplyyerient rate for day 2006,

* Digeosrage wovkers
[gave upIaaking for work, so not cosnted gs voernglergedy - 323,000

Uingoermplmerd tean't dind jobs that are

full-time o at their skill level|. 4 million

1.8 milfign

Winsking mare than one job:

Wages

rblug-callar and servicn workers B2% ofihe U5 wortors)

; 00.80%
Rise in the cost uf living sincs Bush teok ofeice 8%
The nureber of yeors sings Busn toak office that midile—class (anilies
hiave snen their incame fall: Five in a raw

T in 200112 2% tuday

The skare of ratioral ingeme going to carporate pro‘its:
fan umarceTnte ke of growthy
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srruicr warknrs [Rli4% of the workgorce|: 58 6% in 2001/56.2% today

e tispasity between the richest

Among developed nations, U5, rank for j

ulites and pvesyong else : i
Exzaetien medly by the Tmormeaiiganizias i Moo and Aussia

1982 ralio of e ayy CEO pay 10 awerage warker's pay: 47ta 1
FN03 ratn: 3H1ie1
2006 ratio (3178 mian o 3274807 LRER ]

“Worker productivity accelerated last year at the fastest
rate in more than half a century. This higher productivity
means our workers receive higher wages.”

ax m 0URNAFION'S WAGE floor has becn stuck at 35,15 an hour singe 1937 —the see-
0 and fangest spam withon araise n the histary ol e minimUni-wags b

;55,15 AN HOU! is aboul $10.500 a yesr toe dpll-fimg work—i e, puery pay.

= THE LAST BIMIMUNM-WA GE inrrease has besn etingly enidud g inflaban—bne
purchiasing pawir of §5.15 today is e equivalenn of $4.23n 1997, the year the min-
MM wiage was raised rom MEEE“gu b,

nllen are paid only a doliar mare thag the minirmwm.

W THERE ARE 7.3 MILLIQN ARMERECANS working for minirm s wage, Anathar ﬁzm_

W 724 OF MINIMUM-WAGE workers s atults. Thi average worker brings dicene
mure Fian hat’ the tamiby's wenkly incame and a third bing Juees 100% nf B tami-
Iy's Garnings; B% af these warkzrs are warmen, 750,000 are single mothers.

= AT THE BEHEST of ast-food chaing and mlhen low-waqe
corporstions, Bush and his GOP-controlled
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18 Tamniligs wendd reap it

Wi T is repesal $TLGbillion

—GEDRGEW, AUGUST 2063
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WHILE CONGRESS has refused to
raise the minimum wage, it has
increased its own pay every year for
the past eight years, for a present
total of $168,500. Luckily we have
Tom Delay to explain this to us:

“It's not a pay raise,” he snapped to
reporters. "It's an adjustment” Tom
said the annual pay hikes are needed
to keep members from “losing their
purchasing pawer” Their total
adjustments over six and a half
years have raiset their annual pay
by abiout $32,000—threes times the
annual pay of minimum-wage
worket s, who have had no adjust-
mcats in the [ast nine years ta pro-
tect 1heir purchasing power.

L E

LT Biremmiv - -
Mumaer of Armericans row living

in poverly
(12 7% of (LR pophns)
Increass uriden Bush. SAmiflion

Jave themgis T cTonoay has besn growing]
IMTERESTING FACT: ¥nst of taday's poverty-
shrigkun Amgnnans have jobs,

Mzny have Twa ar mare

Murnbr 0! Atneneans sho had o

turn to food hanks snd soup
kitchens Tr szl o 2005

31 million

Poverty

2y million
fun 3% some 2807
Ranka? 1.5, peverty rate among tlevcloned
natiurs, We're k1!

M miber of L5 hillionaires 269
Again, we're #1!
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While Gearge W, the Congress,
and the media have us all looking
south to what they call the “inva-
sion” of America by impoverished
illegal immigrants, cr looking east
to what they call an “endless
threat” to America from hordes of
fanatical [slamic terrorists, there’s
anothervery real butvery quiet
siege taking place cn our people’s
government.. from within,

Far from being a movement of
desperate poor people, this
assault on democracy is being
meounted by extremely wealthy
and powerful guys in pinstripe
suits. Theirsis a corporate
assaulton our public resources,
pubiic institutions, public func-
tions—and the very idea of the
commosn good. Their goal isto
replace our public sector with
corporate governance.

in animportant book titled The
Foxinthe Hen House, S1Kahn and
Elizabeth Minnich decument the
startling extent to which this
takeover has already happened
with presidents Nixon, Ford,
Carter, Reagan, Bush, and Clinton
willingty turning aver public pur-
poses, assets, and control to
these antidemocratic, profit-
seeking interests.

This privatization {which is
nothing but a euphemism for cor-
poratization) hit the mother lode
with the BushCheney regime.
With their extremist, antigovern-

ment ideology, the Bushites are
gieefully selling out the public
good by selling off whole chunks
of our government. We know
abouttheir push to privatize
Social Security and schools—
butfew are aware of the massive
turnover of power to corpora-
tiens insuch areas asthe
military, our parks, prisons, and
social programs.

Kahn and Minnich's website is
www.thefoxinthehenhouse.com.

—continued from . 1

whose interests they'll serve on
the economic, environmental, and
civil liberties cases that come
betore them.

To learn more ahout this partic-
ular case, call the Nationai
Whistleblower Center: 202-342-
1902.

§EW GUY SAMERAD POLID

The official spin on our new
Treasury Secretary, Henry M.
“Hank” Paulscn, Jr,, is that this
CEQ from Goldman Sachs brings
credibility, financial star power,
gravitas, and dynamic new
energy to the shaping of George
W's economic policies. Much is
being made of the factthat
Paulson has an environmentalist
streak and disagrees with Bush's
head-in-the-sand stance on
glohal warming.

But Paulson isn'tin charge of
environmental policy-—his turf is
the economy, and on this the Wall
Streetbankerisin lockstep with
tha Bushites.

After all, Hank took home $38
miliion in pay last year and is sit-
ting on a $700 million fortune. He's
all for Bush's cuts in taxes on cap-
ital gains and dividends—nearly
haff of which will go to million-
aires like him.

He's also beep the premier Wall
Street pusher of moving American
capital into venturesin China—
ventures that move more U.S. jobs
to that low-wage sanctuary. As
for the crushing national debtthat
Bush is putting on the backs of
our children, Paulson airily calls it
“anecessary and understandable
side effect of what needed to be
done to stimulate the economy.”
Of course, it's the millionaires
whao've had their economies
"stimultated,” while America’s
workaday majority hasn't even
keptup with inflation.

Hank has also hacked the
Bushites with big bucks, putting
more than $150,000 into George

students—$12.)
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Ws ‘D4 race and hundreds of
thousands more into GOP con-
gressional campaigns.

PRI
Earlythis year, Representative
Maurice Hinchey asked the
Justice Department’s Office of
Professional Responsibility to
examine wha in the department
has actually authorized Bush’s
domestic spy program and why.
We now know that top-ranking
officials at.Justice had refused
the White House request forthem
to rubber-stamp such obviously
illegal spying. Sc...who signed
the authorization?

ltwas & straightforward and
impartant question. “We are not
asking for top-secretinforma-
tion,” Hinchey noted. Yet only
four months after beginning its
probe, the OPR sent a faxto
Hinchey saying that itwas
abruptly ¢losing the inquiry.

Why? Because unnamed
lawyers from higher up had ruled
that OPR’s investigators could not
have security clearances for
questioning any aspect of the spy
program. “Without these clear-
ances,” wrote an OPR official, “we
cannotinvestigate this matter.”

In short, the very Bushites who
excusedthemselves from obeying
the law and the Constitution have
now excused themsealves from
answering any questions aboutit.
Hinchey's number is 202-225-6335.
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Did you see that picture of
George W riding around in circles
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YES!I want to receive a full year of The Hightower Lowdown—12
issues in all—for an unbelievably ridiculous, low, low price.
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in a decked-cutred-white-and-
blue dune buggy down onthe
Mexican border? Apparently, he
was trying to ook like a tough-quy
horder defender protecting us
fromillegal immigrants, Instead,
he logked like something out of
“The Flintstones.”

It was perfect symbolism,
though, for the Republican iead-
ership has been running around in
circles on the immigration issue,
tryingto juggle their right-wing,
lock-"em-put, anti-immigrant
absclutism and their big-business
backers who profit fromthe
cheaplabor of destitute Latino
immigrants. On the one hand,
these clowns want to militarize
the Mexican border {by, among
otherthings, erecting a mon-
strous, three-tiered fence to keep
Meaxicans out), but on the gther
hand, they wanta bracero-style
program to keep the cheap labor
flowing into our country.

Then, just when you thought
their political posturing couldn’t
get any goofier than putting Bush
ina dune bugay, they passed a
resolution declaring that English
is the “national language” of the
USA. Wow—that'll show those
immigrants! Not since the House
decreed that french fries should
be repamed “freedom fries” has
our Congress demanstrated such
ludicrous loopiness.

Their “speak English” bill is a
hoot, for it requires mare thor-
cugh testing to prove English lan-
guage proficiency. This from the
mumbte-mouth president whao
routinely says things like “Rarely
is the questicn asked---is cur
children [earning?”
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